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PEACEMAKER ELIAS CHACOUR
TO SPEAK AT UD'S DISTINGUISHED SPEAKER SERIES
DAYTON, OHIO- The Rev. Abuna Elias Chacour has been nominated for the Nobel
Peace Prize several times, and he joined the ranks of world leaders Jimmy Carter and Anwar
Sadat when he received the World Methodist Peace Award in 1994.
Since his ordination in 1965, the Melkite Catholic priest has dedicated his life to
providing education for Palestinian youth.
Chacour will speak about the "Future of Christianity in the Holy Land" at the
University of Dayton's Distinguished Speakers Series at 8 p.m., Monday, Oct. 27, in the
Kennedy Union Ballroom on campus. His speech is free and open to the public.
He started his lifelong dedication to education by building public libraries, now totaling
eight with 150,000 volumes. He has been involved with starting several community and youth
centers, including a summer camp for children that has grown from 1,129 to more than 5,000
children from 30 villages and various religions in the Galilee region.
In 1981, he launched a high school and in 1994 he opened a technical college in Ibillin,
Israel, called Mar Elias College. In its third year, the school teaches 560 college and 1,800 high
school students. "It is the only private campus in the history of Galilee where Jews, Christians,
Muslims and Druze can live together, learn together and establish a common future together,"
wrote Chacour in his biography.
"I asked for a building permit for a high school. They said no. I decided that what I
really needed was a building, not a building permit. I have learned that when you want to do
somethit.Jg, you should do it, not discuss it. Let the world discuss it, while you do it," said
Chacour in a speech given in Toronto in May that was published in the Catholic New Times.
Chacour has written two books, Blood Brothers and We Belong to the Land, which were
both translated into various languages.
"God is not territorial. But people need a homeland. It was never a problem for me that
the Jews, too, wanted a homeland. I wish the best for Israel. But I do not agree that I arid mine
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should lose our homeland because they needed theirs," he has said.
Chacour said the need for solidarity is understood best by children. In his Toronto
speech he recalled a conversation with Yasir Arafat who said that his greatest need at that time
was money for pens and pencils for students at a new school on the West Bank.
Chacour told his students about the need and asked them to give up one lunch and
supper. With the money saved, they bought the supplies for the children. "When there was the
bus bombing in Haifa, a call went out from the hospital there for blood donations. We at Mar
Elias College said that we would give our blood. They sent about 15 Israeli nurses out to Ibillin,
and more than 300 of our students gave blood in one day. Some of the nurses were weeping as
these young Palestinians gave their blood for injured Israeli children," he said.
"Being a peacemaker means getting completely involved, as Jesus did. In solidarity."
-30For more information, call Teresa Cusma at (937) 229-4114. A black-and-white photo is
available, call Erika Mattingly at (937) 229-3212.

